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International Senior Lawyers Project, which 
provides volunteer legal services to promote 
the rule of law, economic development and 
human rights in developing countries. 

Between his legal expertise, dedication to 
public service, advocacy for human rights and 
social justice, and broad range of volunteer 
experience, Mr. Bell embodies the tradition of 
the ‘‘Wise Men of Washington’’—in the best 
sense of the term. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again want to congratu-
late Mr. Bell for the honors accorded to him by 
the Polish government and to thank him for a 
long career of service to our nation and the 
international community. 
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Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ashley 
Harris for being awarded the Hawkeye 10 
Conference Academic All-Conference Award. 

Ashley was selected for this honor because 
of her commitment to academic excellence, 
maintaining a high grade point average 
throughout all four years of her education at 
Creston High School. She also received a 29 
or higher on her ACT. Ashley is the daughter 
of Rod and Becky Harris of Creston, Iowa. 

It is with great pride that I represent Iowans 
like Ashley in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. I know that all of my colleagues in the 
House join me in congratulating her for being 
recognized with this award. I wish her and her 
family nothing but continued success in the fu-
ture. 
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Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to call to the attention of my col-
leagues the 97th Anniversary of the Republic 
Day of Azerbaijan. 

Republic Day celebrates Azerbaijan’s dec-
laration of its independence from the Russian 
Empire on May 28, 1918, becoming the re-
gion’s first Muslim democratic secular republic 
in Central Asia. 

While that independence was short lived, 
from 1918–1920, the young Democratic Re-
public of Azerbaijan made tremendous strides, 
granting women the right to vote long before 
most Western democracies and laying the 
foundation for architecture and formal edu-
cational for future Azeris. 

Two years after independence, Azerbaijan 
was occupied by the Soviet Union, losing the 
hard-won independence, and was forced to 
become a republic in the U.S.S.R. In 1990, as 
the U.S.S.R. crumbled, Azerbaijan regained its 
independence from the Soviets after seventy 
years. On August 30, 1991, Azerbaijan’s Par-
liament restored their nation’s independence 
for the second time in a century, and weeks 
later, adopted their Constitution. 

A valuable international ally, Azerbaijan was 
among the first nations offering unconditional 

support to the United States in the war against 
al Qaeda, having provided a safe transit route 
to resupply our troops in Afghanistan. Azer-
baijan leads the Central Asian area in regional 
economic cooperation, and is a crucial in Eu-
ropean energy security matters. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 
thanking the people of Azerbaijan for their 
friendship, and in congratulating Azerbaijanis 
around the world on the anniversary of Repub-
lic Day. 
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Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate a great 
Iowa Synagogue, Beth El Jacob Synagogue in 
Des Moines, Iowa, as they celebrate the in-
coming of their New Torah. 

Originally formed in 1881, Beth El Jacob 
Synagogue was created by a group of Lithua-
nian Jews. The first permanent congregation 
started in 1885 at the corner of East Second 
and Walnut Street in Des Moines. Throughout 
the early 1900s Beth El Jacob called a num-
ber of locations in Des Moines home. It wasn’t 
until the mid-1900s that the congregation built 
their permanent location, the Beth El Jacob 
Synagogue. 

It is with great pride that I recognize Beth El 
Jacob Synagogue today as they celebrate this 
momentous occasion. I commend them for 
their support to the Des Moines community 
and their commitment to improving the lives of 
others. I wish the entire staff and congregation 
nothing but the best moving forward. 
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Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Dr. Trudy Tuttle 
Arriaga, a supportive, encouraging, and inspi-
rational educational leader and advocate in 
Ventura, California. 

After earning a Bachelor’s and Master’s de-
gree, teaching credentials, and a Doctorate 
from the University of Southern California, Dr. 
Arriaga worked as a paraeducator at Ventura 
Unified School District for two years beginning 
in 1974. She returned to Ventura Unified in 
1981 to begin her teaching career. She taught 
special education at Mound Elementary 
School and from there transferred to Balboa 
Middle School where she taught general edu-
cation and the deaf/hard of hearing program. 
She then became an itinerant teacher spe-
cialist at Elmhurst and Loma Vista Elementary 
Schools. Dr. Arriaga continued her career as 
a teacher and assistant principal at De Anza 
Middle School and later became principal at 
Sheridan Way Elementary School. She also 
served as principal at El Camino High School 
and Pacific High School. In July of 2001, Dr. 
Arriaga became the superintendent of the 

Ventura Unified School District, becoming the 
first woman to serve in the position. 

During her tenure as superintendent, Dr. 
Arriaga was able to enhance the quality of 
education at the district. Seventeen of Ventura 
Unified School District’s 27 schools have 
achieved an API score of 800 or above, drop-
out rates throughout the district have de-
creased as attendance rates have increased. 
She also brought a focus on schools of choice 
and helped new elementary and middle 
schools focus on Science Technology Engi-
neering and Mathematics (STEM), leadership 
and the arts. Dr. Arriaga also brought a dual 
language program to the district and greatly 
encouraged the program. Now, many students 
are learning new languages and graduating 
with a multilingual seal. 

For over three decades, Dr. Arriaga has 
dedicated her career to the education and 
academic success of countless students. She 
is a passionate advocate for children and con-
tinually demonstrates her support and encour-
agement of students. When making important 
decisions, Dr. Arriaga considers every angle, 
striving for the most beneficial solutions. 

Following her retirement from Ventura Uni-
fied School District, Dr. Arriaga will continue 
her service and work for students and edu-
cation at California Lutheran University, where 
she will soon serve as a full time instructor 
and as the administrator of the Education 
Leadership Doctoral and Master’s Program. 
She has also accepted a contract from Corwin 
Press Publications and will be co-authoring a 
book on cultural proficiency. 

Dr. Arriaga’s passion for education for all 
students is unquestionable, and it is my sin-
cere pleasure to join the Ventura Unified 
School District in honoring Dr. Trudy Tuttle 
Arriaga for her 35 years of dedication, pas-
sion, leadership and service for the students 
and community of Ventura. I wish her all the 
best in her future endeavors. 
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A TRIBUTE TO JEFF HARMSEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the outstanding heroism 
displayed by Jeff Harmsen, of Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

In the early morning hours of May 8, 2015, 
Mr. Harmsen was taking his normal morning 
commute when out of the corner of his eye he 
noticed his longtime neighbors home up in 
flames. Without hesitation, he parked his vehi-
cle and ran to the backside of the home. It 
was then that he dialed 911 and made his first 
attempt at alerting the homeowners. He pro-
ceeded to pound on the home’s door, suc-
cessfully alerting the owners inside. Because 
of his heroics he was able to safely rescue his 
neighbors and their pets without any serious 
injuries. 

I would like to thank Mr. Harmsen for this 
selfless act and I ask my colleagues to join 
me recognizing his heroics and bravery. I’m 
proud to represent Iowans like Mr. Harmsen in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and I wish 
him nothing but continued success in the fu-
ture. 
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